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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This is in response to amendment received on 01/30/08. Claims 47-55 and 58-96 
are examined below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 47, 48, 50-55, 58-62, 64, 68, 69, 86-92 and 96 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Rindle (US 2003/0172435). 

Rindle teaches the following: 

47. (new) A garment, comprising a main fastening 
device (11c) and a supplementary fastening device (paragraph 0023), wherein the main 
fastening 

device (1 1 c) detachably joins mutually opposing garment edges of two garment 

pieces comprised of garment material and has two mutually opposing 

side stringers (11c), each having a first longitudinal side provided with closing 

links and a second longitudinal side joined to an associated garment 

edge, the second longitudinal side of at least one of the two side 

stringers of the main fastening device is joined to the associated garment 

edge via a ventilating material (1 1 d, 11e) forming a ventilating means, so that the 

inner side of the garment is accessible to ventilating air even when the 
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main fastening device is closed (figures 1-4), 

and wherein further the supplementary fastening device (3) is 

designed as a covering strip, which is movable, in relation to the main 

fastening device (11c), between a closed position, in which it covers at least 

part of the ventilating material, and an open position, in which it exposes 

at least part of the ventilating material (paragraph 0041-0042 and figures 1-4). 

48. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the covering strip (1 ) is a one-piece 
design which completely covers the ventilating material in the closed position and, in the 
open position, completely exposes the ventilating material (see figure 4). 

50. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the covering strip (1 ) covers the 
ventilating material on the outer side of the garment (see figure 4). 

51 .(new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the ventilating material comprises 
an air-permeable textile fabric (paragraph 0040-0042). 

52. (new) The garment of claim 51 wherein the ventilating material comprises 
net or mesh-like material (paragraph 0040-0042). 

53. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the ventilating material has an air 
permeability value of at least 30 l/m2/s (see aperture opening in mesh). 

54. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the covering strip (1 ) has a fixed 
covering strip side, which is fastened next to a first side of the main fastening device on 
an outer material of the garment, and a free covering strip side, so that the covering 
strip pivots about its fixed covering strip side between the open position and the closed 
position (figure 4, identifiers 19, 9). 
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55. (new) The garment of claim 54 wherein the covering strip (1 ) is substantially 
parallel to the main fastening device (11c), and wherein the fixed covering strip side and 
the free covering strip side are formed on the covering strip longitudinal side, and the 
fixed covering strip longitudinal side is fastened adjacent to a first longitudinal side of 
the main fastening device on the outer material of the garment (figure 4, identifiers 19, 
9). 

58. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the main fastening device is selected 
from the group comprising a zip fastener, a hook-and-loop fastener, a magnetic fastener 
and a press-stud fastener (paragraph 0034). 

59. (new) The garment of claim 58 wherein the main fastening means is a zip 
fastener, and wherein the side stringers of the main fastening means comprise two zip 
fastener side stringers each having a first longitudinal side, provided with a row of 
closing links, and a second longitudinal side joined to an associated garment edge 
(11c). 

60. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the main fastening device is provided 
for the detachable fastening of a front opening of a garment in the form of a jacket or 
coat (figures 1-4). 

61 .(new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the main fastening (1 1 c) device is 
provided for the detachable joining of two garment pieces which can be placed against 
each other (figures 1-4). 

62. (new) The garment of claim 47 further comprising an intermediate strip (1 9) 
which extends parallel to the covering strip (1) and, in a closed state, is located between 
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the main fastening device (11c) and the covering strip (1) and, in an open state, 
exposes at least part of the ventilating material (11e, 11d: figure 4). 

64. (new) The garment of claim 62, wherein the intermediate strip (19) is a multi- 
piece design and the individual strip parts (19, 19, 19, 19) move independent of each 
other into an open position, in which they each expose an assigned part of the 
ventilating material (figure 4). 

68. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the covering strip (1 ) comprises a 
covering strip inner part, a covering strip outer part and a covering strip end region 
located in the region of the fixed strip side (figure 4, identifiers 1, 19, 9, 11a). 

69. (new) The garment of claim 62 wherein the intermediate strip (19) has an 
intermediate strip inner part, an intermediate strip outer part and an intermediate strip 
end region, which is located in the region of the fixed strip side (19, 9). 

86. (new) The garment of claim 47 further comprising a ventilation restricting 
means (19) which is arranged parallel to the ventilating material (1 1e, 1 1d) and which 
moves selectively into either a restricting position to cover at least a partial region of the 
ventilating material thereby restricting the ventilating performance of the ventilating 
material, or a release position, to expose the ventilating material (figure 4, identifiers 9, 
19). 

87. (new) The garment of claim 86 wherein the ventilation restricting means (19) 
comprises a restricting strip arranged between the ventilating material (1 1e, 1 1d) and 
the covering strip (1) and wherein the restricting strip moves in relation to the ventilating 
material between a closed position, in which it covers at least part of the ventilating 
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material, and an open position, in which it exposes at least part of the ventilating 
material, the restricting strip being made up of a ventilation restricting material which 
has an air permeability value which is lower than the air permeability value of the 
ventilating material (figure 4, paragraph 0050). 

88. (new) The garment of claim 86 wherein the ventilation restricting means (19) 
comprises a restricting strip which is arranged between the ventilating 

relation to the ventilating material between a closed position, in which it covers at least 
part of the ventilating material, and an open position, in which it exposes at least part of 
the ventilating material, the restricting strip comprises a ventilation restricting material 
which has an air permeability value which is lower than the air permeability value of the 
ventilating material (figure 4, paragraph 0050). 

89. (new) The garment of claim 87 wherein the ventilation restricting material has 
a minimum air permeability value in the range from approximately 30 l/m2/s to 40 l/m2/s 
(depending upon air speed and type of air). 

90. (new) The garment of claim 88 wherein the ventilation restricting material has 
a minimum air permeability value in the range from approximately 30 l/m2/s to 40 l/m2/s 
(depending upon air speed and type of air). 

91 .(new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the ventilating means additionally has 
at least one device selected from the group comprising a pocket, a main fastening 
means and light-reflecting means (figuresl, identifiers 14, 16). 

92. (new) A garment module comprising two module side edges which are joined 
to two mutually opposing edges of two garment pieces made up of garment material, 
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wherein the garment module has a main fastening device (11c) with two mutually 
opposing fastening sides which can be joined to each other in a detachable way and 
which each have a first longitudinal side provided with closing links and a second 
longitudinal side; and wherein further the second longitudinal side of at least one of the 
two side stringers of the main fastening device has attached thereto a ventilating 
material forming a ventilating means (11e, 11d), by means of which the module is 
permeable to ventilating air even when the main fastening device is closed; and wherein 
yet further the module has arranged thereon a supplementary fastening device in the 
form of a covering strip (1 ), which moves in relation to the main fastening device 
between a closed position, in which it covers at least part of the ventilating material, and 
an open position, in which it exposes at least part of the ventilating material (figures 1- 
4). 

96. (new) The module of claim 92 wherein the main fastening device is a zip 
fastener (11c), and wherein the side stringers of the main fastening means are formed 
by two zip fastener side stringers, and wherein further the ventilating material is 
attached on the second longitudinal side of at least one of the two side stringers (11c). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 47, 49, 63, 65-67, 70-85 and 92-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) 
as being unpatentable over Auman (US 5,1 59,71 9) in view of Fujisawa (JP 
11 34681 OA). 

Auman teaches the following: 

47 (new) A garment, comprising a main fastening 
device and a supplementary fastening device, wherein the main fastening 
device detachably joins mutually opposing garment edges of two garment pieces 
comprised of garment material and has two mutually opposing side stringers, each 
having a first longitudinal side provided with closing links and a second longitudinal side 
joined to an associated garment edge, 

the second longitudinal side of at least one of the two side stringers of the main 
fastening device is joined to the associated garment edge (figure 2). 

However, Auman fails to teach the side stringers attached to the garment via a 
ventilating material forming a ventilating means, so that the inner side of the garment is 
accessible to ventilating air even when the main fastening device is closed, and wherein 
further the supplementary fastening device is designed as a covering strip, which is 
movable, in relation to the main fastening device, between a closed position, in which it 
covers at least part of the ventilating material, and an open position, in which it exposes 
at least part of the ventilating material. 

Fujisawa teaches the two side stringers having ventilation means (figure 1 , 
indenter 40). 

49. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the covering strip (1 6a, 61 , 41 ) is a 
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multi-piece design comprising individual strip parts which move independent of each 
other into a closed position to cover a part of the ventilating material, and move 
independent of each other into an open position to expose a part of the ventilating 
material, wherein the ventilating performance depends on how many of the strip parts 
are in the open position (figure 2). 

56. (new) The garment of claim 47 wherein the garment material and the 
covering strip are waterproof and wherein the covering strip is fastened on the garment 
material in a waterproof manner (16a, 61a and 73a). 

57. (new) The garment of claim 56 wherein the garment, including the covering 
strip, is made up of water-permeable and air-permeable material and further comprises 
a waterproof functional layer (column 5, lines 34-48). 

63. (new) The garment of claim 62 wherein the intermediate strip is a one-piece 
design and, in the open position, completely exposes the stringer material (figure 2) 
Fujisawa teaches the string material having ventilation means (40). 

65. (new) The garment of claim 64, wherein the intermediate strip is waterproof 
(column 5, lines 20-48). 

66. (new) The garment of claim 62, wherein the intermediate strip (63a, 45a) has 
a fixed intermediate strip side (43), which is fastened in a waterproof manner on the 
outer material of the garment on a second side of the main fastening device (71 b, 73b), 
lying on the opposite side of the first side of the main fastening device, and a free 
intermediate strip side (65), the intermediate strip being adapted to pivot about its fixed 
intermediate strip side (figure 2). 



Application/Control Number: 10/524,929 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3765 

67. (new) The garment of claim 62, wherein the intermediate strip (63a, 45a) runs 
substantially parallel to the main fastening means (15), and comprises a fixed 
intermediate strip side (43) and a free intermediate strip side (65) which are each 
formed by an intermediate strip longitudinal side, and the fixed intermediate strip side is 
fastened next to a second longitudinal side of the main fastening device on the outer 
material of the garment (figure 2). 

70. (new) The garment of claim 68 wherein the covering strip outer part and the 
covering strip inner part each comprise a textile fabric (16a, 61a), and wherein the 
textile fabrics are joined to each other on a free covering strip side by a first covering 
strip seam (39) and in the region of the fixed covering strip side by a second strip seam 
(31). 

71 . (new) The garment of claim 69 wherein the intermediate strip outer part and 
the intermediate strip inner part each comprise a textile fabric (45a, 63a), and wherein 
the textile fabrics are joined to each other on an intermediate free strip side by a first 
intermediate strip seam (column 5, lines 37-48) and in the region of the fixed strip side 
by a second intermediate strip seam (43). 

72. (new) The garment of claim 70 wherein the second covering strip seam is 
waterproof (column 5lines 20-48). 

73. (new) The garment of claim 71 wherein the second intermediate strip 
seam is waterproof (43, 71 b, 73b). 

74. (new) The garment of claim 68 wherein the covering strip (16a) has a 
covering strip intermediate part (61a), which is arranged between the covering strip 



Application/Control Number: 10/524,929 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3765 

inner part and the covering strip outer part and has a first covering strip intermediate 
part end, which is fastened by means of a covering strip intermediate part seam on the 
covering strip inner part, and a second covering strip intermediate part end, which is 
fastened by means of the second covering strip seam on the covering strip outer part 
(figure 2). 

75. (new) The garment of claim 69 wherein the intermediate strip (45a, 63a) has 
a strip intermediate part, which is arranged between the intermediate strip inner part 
and the intermediate strip outer part and has a first strip intermediate part end, which is 
fastened by means of an intermediate strip intermediate part seam on the intermediate 
strip inner part, and a second intermediate strip intermediate part end, which is fastened 
by means of the second intermediate strip seam on the intermediate strip outer part 
(figure 2). 

76. (new) The garment of claim 74 wherein the intermediate strip 
intermediate part comprises a waterproof functional layer (63a). 

77. (new) The garment of claim 75 wherein the intermediate strip intermediate 
part comprises a waterproof functional layer (63a). 

78. (new) The garment of claim 57 wherein the functional layer is waterproof 
and water-vapor-permeable (61a). 

79. (new) The garment of claim 78 wherein the functional layer comprises a 
layer of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (61a). 

80. (new) The garment of claim 74 wherein the covering strip intermediate 
part seam is a waterproof adhesive seam (73a). 
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81 . (new) The garment of claim 75 wherein the intermediate strip 
intermediate part seam is a waterproof adhesive seam (73b). 

82. (new) The garment of claim 74 wherein the covering strip intermediate 

part seam is a sewn seam sealed by a waterproof seam sealing tape (73a). 

83. (new) The garment of claim 75 wherein the intermediate strip intermediate 
part seam is a sewn seam sealed by a waterproof seam sealing tape (73b). 

84. (new) The garment of claim 70 wherein the second covering strip seam is 
a sewn seam sealed by a waterproof seam sealing tape (73a). 

85. (new) The garment of claim 71 wherein the second intermediate strip 

seam is a sewn seam sealed by a waterproof seam sealing (73b). 

Auman teaches the following except for the ventilation material: 

92. (new) A garment module comprising two module side edges which are joined 

to two mutually opposing edges of two garment pieces made up of garment material, 

wherein the garment module has a main fastening device with two mutually opposing 

fastening sides which can be joined to each other in a detachable way and which each 

have a first longitudinal side provided with closing links and a second longitudinal side; 

and wherein further the second longitudinal side of at least one of the two side stringers 

of the main fastening device 

However, Auman fails to teach the stringers having attached thereto a ventilating 

material forming a ventilating means, by means of which the module is permeable to 

ventilating air even when the main fastening device is closed; and wherein yet further 

the module has arranged thereon a supplementary fastening device in the form of a 

covering strip, which moves in relation to the main fastening device between a closed 
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position, in which it covers at least part of the ventilating material, and an open position, 
in which it exposes at least part of the ventilating material. 

Fujisawa teaches a zipper having ventilation means (40). 

93. (new) The module of claim 92 further comprising an intermediate strip which 
is joined to the main fastening device, the material and the covering strip (figure 2). 

94. (new) The module of claim 92, further comprising a ventilation restricting 
means, which is joined to the main fastening device, the material and the covering strip 
(figure 2). 

95. (new) The module of claim 92,further comprising a ventilation restricting 
means, which is joined to the main fastening device, the material, the covering strip and 
the intermediate strip (figure 2). 

Fujisawa teaches a zipper having a material with ventilation means (40). 

It would have been obvious to have provided the zipper closure of Auman with 
the ventilated zipper stringers of Fujisawa, since the zipper closure of Auman provided 
with ventilated zipper strings would provide a waterproof closure and further providing 
good breathability to the user for added comfort. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed 01/30/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

I) Applicant argues that Rindle et al. (US 2003/0172435) fails to teach a garment 
with a ventilating means comprising a main fastening device. 
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Examiner notes that Rindle et al. teaches a ventilating means (1 1d, 1 1 e) 
comprising a main fastening device (11c). The main fastening device is identifier 1 1c 
and the supplementary fastening device is identifier 3. As long as Rindle et al. teaches 
two fastening devices the main fastening device and the supplementary device can be 
defined as either, because the claims provide no structure detailing the supplementary 
fastening device from the main fastening device. 

II) Applicant argues that Rindle et al. fails to teach the fastening device joining 
two mutually opposing garment edges of two garment pieces. 

Examiner notes that the garment of Rindle et al. encompasses the carrying 
system. The carrying system is glued, welded or attached by a stitched seam 
(paragraph 0031 ) and is therefore part of the garment as a hole. The two opposing 
edges of the garment carrying system are joined together by fastening means (1 1 c) 
(paragraph 0030). 

III) Applicant argues that Rindle et al. has an inner envelope, not a venting 
means. 

Examiner notes that the inner envelope portion of the garment of Rindle et al. is 
made out of a ventilated material enabling perspiration to be evacuated (see paragraph 
0041). Clearly, a garment portion made out of ventilating material enabling perspiration 
to be evacuated is a venting means. 

IV) Applicant argues that Rindle et al. fails to teach the supplementary fastening 
device being designed as a covering strip. 
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Examiner notes that the supplementary fastening device of Rindle (3) is designed 
as a covering strip since, it can be opened while the main fastening device (11c) is 
closed to provide increased ventilation to the user's skin and can also be closed to 
provide less ventilation to the user's skin. 

V) Applicant argues that Fujisawa fails to teach side stringers attached to a 
garment via the ventilation means. 

Examiner notes that the above limitation is not what is claimed. What is claimed 
is a second longitudinal side of a string with an attached thereto ventilation means. 
Fujisawa teaches a second longitudinal side of a string having attached thereto a 
ventilation means (see figures). The ventilations means attached to the stringer is the 
portion of the stringer that has ventilation holes therein. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ALH 



/Alissa L Hoev/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 
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